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11 July 2008 
 
FAREWELL AND ALL THE BEST TO LOUISE CLIFFORD 
 
 
Louise Clifford is leaving LGANT with her last day being today 11 July 2008. 
Louise joined LGANT in 1997 as an Environment Officer. Apart from handling 
environmental issues for councils, Louise played a major role in establishing 
information technology and financial management services for councils 
across the Northern Territory. Louise also secured a host of valuable grants 
for projects that have benefited councils across many areas.   
 
The Executive, CEO and LGANT staff wish Louise all the best with her new 
career endeavours and thank her sincerely for all her work efforts during her 
time with the Association.   
 

 
 

COUNCIL ELECTIONS – MAKE SURE YOU ARE REGISTERED ON THE NT ELECTORAL  ROLL 
 
Elections for the 11 Shires and the Litchfield Council are to be held on Saturday, 25 October 2008.  
Persons registered on the NT electoral roll in Council areas are eligible to vote and stand for election.  
Notices inviting persons to nominate for council elections are expected to be published by Friday,      
12 September 2008. The close of the electoral roll is expected to be advised by 23 September 2008.   
Nominations will then close on 2 October 2008 and be declared on 3 October 2008.   
  
NEW CAUSEWAY PROJECT FINISHED IN AREYONGA IN THE MACDONNELL SHIRE 
 
Work has been completed on the new concrete causeway in township of Areyonga in the MacDonnell 
Shire. The township, west of Alice Springs, is home to around 215 people. LGANT has provided 
project management for the construction of the concrete causeway which allows year-round access to 
the community, airstrip, power station and sewer ponds. Following heavy rains this access was 
hindered although this will now not be a problem. The project has been funded with funds from the 
Federal Government.  
 

 

 

 

 
  



  
 
 
HOUSING AFFORDABILITY FUND 
The Federal Government has announced the $512 million Housing Affordability Fund which will be 
distributed by direct grants, primarily to local governments, local government associations and State or 
Territory Governments, through a competitive selection process. Up to $30 million from the HAF is 
being used to develop IT infrastructure and software to roll out nationally, electronic development 
assessment systems and online tracking services to reduce red tape and streamline planning 
approvals. Housing Minister Tanya Plibersek has launched a Housing Affordability Fund (HAF) 
Consultation Paper. Australian Local Government Association (ALGA) will make a submission as well 
State and Territory Local Government Associations.  Councils are also encouraged to have their say. 
The draft can be found here – www.fahcsia.gov.au/internet/facsinternet.nsf/housin g/haf.htm .  
 
A consultation forum hosted by FaCHSIA will be held in Darwin on 17 July 2008. LGANT 
representatives have been invited and will be attending. Contact LGANT for more information, or if you 
wish to make a submission on the draft.   
 
 
HEALTHY SPACES AND PLACES PROJECT 
 
The Healthy Spaces and Places project is a unique 
collaboration between the Australian Local Government 
Association, the national Heart Foundation, and the 
Planning Institute of Australia (‘the Parties’). The project 
involves a national approach of raising awareness about 
the relationship between health and the built 
environment, and to contribute to the development of a 
national policy. They are proposing to hold a workshop in 
Darwin during the week beginning September 8th, 2008. Visit www.planning.org.au  for a copy of the 
discussion paper.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



AIATSIS-CDU SEMINAR SERIES 2008 & YOU’RE INVITED 
 
You’re invited to attend Indigenous public policy: responses from the ground . 
 
Charles Darwin University has combined with the Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Studies (AIATSIS) to present Indigenous public policy: responses from the ground, a seminar 
series that will debate Indigenous policy in Australia from the Howard era and beyond. 
 
Speakers will include Tom Calma, Social Justice Commissioner of the Human Rights and Equal 
Opportunity Commission; Mal Brough, President of the Queensland Liberals and former Indigenous 
Affairs Minister with the Howard Government; and John Paterson, CEO of the Aboriginal Medical 
Services Alliance of the Northern Territory. 
 
Speakers will appear (or will be broadcast live) most Mondays from 21 July to 20 October in Darwin, 
Alice Springs, Canberra, or Broome. They will appear at midday (Central Standard Time). Please visit 
http://www.cdu.edu.au/sspr/responsesfromtheground.h tml  for titles, abstracts, times and venue 
details. This webpage will be updated on a weekly basis. 
 
 
 
LOCAL SUPER REPRESENTATIVE NOW IN DARWIN 
 
Tony McGovern is now working full-time for Local Super. He is based in the LGANT office. He can be 
contacted on 8941 0082 or preferably via email tmcgovern@localsuper.com.au . Tony will be 
covering the entire Northern Territory. Please contact Tony should you have any queries regarding 
your superannuation.  
 
COMING EVENTS  

·  2nd Annual Climate Change Summit - Sydney, 23-24 July 2008 

·  National State and Expert Forum – Constitutional Recognition – Canberra, August 2008 

·  Coast to Coast Conference – Darwin, 18-22 August 2008 

·  Healthy Places & Spaces Forum – Darwin, September 2008 

·  Shire and Litchfield Council Elections – 25 September 2008 

·  Territory Tidy Towns Awards – Darwin, 6 & 7 November 2008  

·  Local Government Constitutional Summit – Melbourne, 9-11 December 2008 

 
FOR BACK ISSUES AND FURTHER INFORMATION ON LATEST JOBS AND 
OTHER LOCAL GOVERNMENT INFORMATION VISIT THE LGANT'S 
WEBSITE www.lgant.nt.gov.au  
 
LGANT recognises its major sponsors:  

·  Telstra Country Wide  
·  TIO  
·  Jardines  
·  CommonwealthBank  

 
This newsletter is emailed direct to elected members and councils in the NT. For further information on any 
of the items in this newsletter, please contact the Officer concerned or LGANT on (08) 8936 2888. 
 
If you would like to contribute an article to the “This Week at LGANT” newsletter, or need to get some 
information out to our members, please email Jim Fraser on jim.fraser@lgant.nt.gov.au  


