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From the ALGA President 
 
The first meeting of the new Australian Council of Local Government (ACLG) in Canberra on 
18 November 2008 is a wonderful opportunity to raise our issues with the Federal 
Government and to ensure that the ACLG lives up to its promise and delivers a new deal for 
local government. 
 
While I understand all councils have their own specific issues of local concern and this will 
always be the case, many of these are shared by other councils and require a coordinated 
policy response. I strongly feel that we need to ensure that this historic opportunity is not 
squandered by not being bold enough or brave enough to take a long-term strategic focus 
and lay on the table concerns of national significance. We need to work together to ensure 
that these issues are put on the agenda and pursue our priorities with clarity, vigour and an 
evidence-based approach. 
 
The one-day meeting will aim to highlight best-practice work that councils are already 
undertaking and develop the priorities for local government for the next 12 months and 
beyond. 
 
To assist with this process and to ensure you have information on local government's national 
position, ALGA has put together a set of background fact sheets which have been sent to all 
councils today and are available on-line at www.alga.asn.au/policy/ACLG/ .  
 
The fact sheets address the issues which are likely to be on the formal agenda and explain 
the work that local government has been undertaking such as our work with State and 
Territory Associations and the ALGA, through our debate and discussion at the National 
General Assembly, and through our ongoing relationship and representations to the Federal 
Government. The headings are: Finance, Community Infrastructure, Constitutional 
Recognition, Climate Change and Water, National Broadband, Affordable Housing, Roads to 
Recovery, Cost-Shifting, Sustainable Urban Regions and a handy one-pager titled Facts and 
Figures. 
 
One issue we have progressed significantly already through our work together is the issue of 
constitutional recognition of local government. This year, individual councils around Australia 
have conducted 'Council Conversations' providing initial feedback on priorities and outcomes 
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to ALGA. The August Experts' Forum brought together around 80 representatives from local, 
state and federal government as well as constitutional lawyers and academics that provided 
expert commentary and review for the Constitutional Summit Business Papers. This process 
will culminate with Summit to be held in Melbourne on 9-11 December. It is anticipated that 
the Summit will agree on a proposal for the ALGA Board to progress through the ACLG 
process and to put to the Australian Government early next year. 
 
This meeting is one of the most important meetings in recent history, the first meeting where 
the Prime Minister will directly engage with local government, and marks the Government's 
steps towards building a stronger relationship with local government and local communities. I 
strongly encourage you to take part in this exciting new national process, by attending this 
meeting to officially open the Australian Council of Local Government. You can register to 
attend on the Australian Council of Local Government website at: www.aclg.gov.au 
I also look forward to seeing you at the ALGA Constitutional Summit 9 - 11 December 2008, 
registration at: http://nga.alga.asn.au/ 
 
Cr Paul Bell AM 

ALGA President 
 

 
Roads to Recovery Depreciation- ALGA Advocacy 
 

 
The ineligibility for funding of the depreciation costs of council equipment used in the 
construction of Roads to Recovery-funded projects has been a concern for councils, especially 
councils in Western Australia, for a number of years. 
 
ALGA has made a number of submissions on this issue both to the previous federal 
government and to the Minister for Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Local 
Government, Anthony Albanese, arguing the case for changes to the administrative 
arrangements under the Roads to Recovery Program. 
 
"I am pleased that Minister Albanese has agreed to the suggestion put forward by ALGA that 
will overcome the concerns of local government," ALGA President Cr Paul Bell said. "Although 
this is a relatively arcane accounting issue, it was of concern to many councils and was 
proving to be a road-hump on the otherwise highly successful Roads to Recovery Program 
and I welcome the Minister's pragmatic decision." 
 
As part of the changed administrative arrangements for the Roads to Recovery Program to 
come into force from 1 July 2009, Cr Bell has, on behalf of local government, given an 
undertaking to the Minister that it is not the intention of councils to divert Roads to Recovery 
funding from physical works to the funding of the depreciation of equipment generally. 
"I expect all councils to fully abide by that undertaking," Cr Bell said. 
 
He said the resolution of this issue demonstrated the ability of local government and the 
Federal Government to work together cooperatively to resolve issues and successfully deliver 
programs for the benefit of communities. 
 
"Local government looks forward to working collaboratively with the Australian Government to 
deliver on other Federal initiatives which will be raised at the Australian Council of Local 
Government on November 18," Cr Bell said. 
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4
th
 Indigeneous Road Safety Forum 

 
Almost 80 people including ALGA attended the 4th Indigenous Road Safety Forum held in 
Cairns from the 29-31 October to examine road safety issues that are specific to Indigenous 
communities across the country. 
 
The Forum was addressed by the Minister for Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development 
and Local Government, Anthony Albanese. Minister Albanese highlighted some statistics 
showing that: 

• road deaths are the second highest killer of young Indigenous people; 
• rates of death from road crashes for the Indigenous community are nearly three times 

that of the non-Indigenous rate; 
• rates of death for Indigenous pedestrians are nearly ten times that of the non-

Indigenous community and account for a substantial proportion of deaths (34 per 
cent) and serious injuries (18 per cent); and 

• the rate of serious injuries amongst the Indigenous population is about 1.7 times 
higher than non-Indigenous. 

Other statistics presented during the Forum showed that deaths of Indigenous pedestrians 
peaked within a much younger age group (25 - 39 years) than non-Indigenous which peak in 
the older years (50+). The vast majority of Indigenous people killed in car crashes were 
found to have blood alcohol levels above the legal driving limit and almost 60 per cent could 
be classified as heavily intoxicated (with a blood alcohol concentration equal to or greater 
than 0.2 gm/100ml). 
 
The Minister in his address said that these were 'unacceptable' results. He is looking to the 
Forum to develop proposals to address this state of affairs as part of the Government's 
"Closing the Gap" initiative for Indigenous Australians. 
 
The Forum heard of an emerging issue - the difficulty young Indigenous people had obtaining 
driving licenses because of the need to obtain the necessary hours of driving experience with 
a qualified driver. This is despite a number of outreach programs to help Indigenous 
youngsters get their learner permits and is the unintended consequence of changes in driver 
licensing to increase the experience of young drivers. This was leading to unlicensed driving 
and also restricting the employment opportunities for Indigenous young people. 
 
The Forum also heard positive road safety stories such as the road safety play "Muttacar 
Sorry Business" aimed at, and performed by, young Indigenous people highlighting the 
dangers of drink driving, overloading of cars, seat belt wearing and properly maintained 
vehicles. There was also example from the Pilbara of the mining company Rio Tinto working 
with the local Indigenous communities to improve road safety, including targeted television 
commercials featuring local people. 
 
The Indigenous participants in the Forum were highly aware of the impact of alcohol and 
associated deaths and injuries from crashes on their communities and are seeking initiatives 
to help. This was also demonstrated during the visit to the Yarrabah Aboriginal Community 
where delegates were addressed by Percy Neal, the Mayor of Yarrabah; Uncle Bob Patterson, 
a Yarrabah elder; and other members of the Council some of whom also attended the Forum. 
The leaders of Yarrabah Community all stressed the importance of maintaining the Indigenous 
culture, the development of a stable family life and expressed concern about alcohol and 
substance abuse. 
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The Minister announced a grant of up to $30,000 is available to a project that makes a 
significant contribution to reducing road trauma for Indigenous people. The grant will be 
administered by the Road Safety Branch of the Department of Infrastructure, Transport, 
Regional Development and Local Government. 
 
 

 

Plans put in place for inaugural Council of Local 
Government meeting 
 
Federal Infrastructure and Local Government Minister, Anthony Albanese, has met with the 
heads of local government associations from around Australia to plan for the inaugural 
meeting of the Australian Council of Local Government. 
 
Mr Albanese says the recent planning session at Parliament House in Canberra was to 
exchange ideas on the Federal Government's plans and preparations for the ACLG meeting on 
November 28. He says details of the meeting's objectives and structure will be released 
shortly. 
 
The presidents of the Australian Local Government Association and all state and territory 
associations attended the planning session along with the Chair of the Council of Capital City 
Lord Mayors, Adelaide Lord Mayor Michael Harbison; Brisbane's Lord Mayor Campbell 
Newman; the Deputy President of Local Government Managers Australia, Neil Hartley; and 
the President of the Local Government Women's Association, Kaele Way. 
 
Mr Albanese says the meeting showed the willingness of local government leaders to work on 
strengthening the relationship between federal and local governments. 
 
 

2009 LGMA National Congress & Business Expo- 
Darwin 
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Local Government … Creating our future is the theme for the 2009 LGMA National 
Congress & Business expo. It will explore topical themes of culture, country and earth and 
provide delegates with a truly unique experience where our sector looks at the future and 
what may be possible.  

The 2009 congress will attract high calibre presenters from Australia and around the world to 
explore how we may go about creating our future.  

LGMA invites all prospective presenters to express their interest in participating in the Darwin 
’09 – culture, country and earth, prospective presenters should nominate their congress topic 
and provide a brief synopsis of their presentation by 31st August 2008 to 
national@lgma.org.au  

For more information contact the LGMA National Office on +61 3 9682 9222 or visit 
http://www.lgma.org.au/national/national_congress.php 

Keynote Speakers  
Elliott McAdam...Former Northern Territory Local Government Minister.  

Peter Sheahan....Australia’s expert in workforce trends and generational change.  

Bernard Salt...Renowned commentator and advisor on consumer, culture and demographic trends.  

Trisha Broadbridge...2004 Tsunami survivor and 2005 Young Australian of the Year.  

 

Short-term Infrastructure Projects “Safe” 
 
Plans to bring forward funding of infrastructure projects in education, health and transport are 
unlikely to be affected by the $40 billion hole blown in the federal surplus, Infrastructure 
Partnership Australia says. 
 
Despite the gloomy mid-year economic review of the May budget forecasts - released this 
week by federal Treasurer Wayne Swan - the government is expected to produce a timetable 
of fast-tracked projects, as planned, by Christmas. 
 
An Access Economics director, David Rumbens, said that in light of the revised growth and 
income forecasts the government could well "crimp" infrastructure spending. 
 
"There's still a lot of need for additional infrastructure, I think it's unlikely to be cut in the 
short-term," Mr Rumbens said. 
 
"There's a series of roadworks out there which could deliver significant benefits and some of 
our major interstate routes as well as within cities." 
 
Other priority areas are water security, including dams and pipelines, and investment in 
communications such as the National Broadband Network. 
 
A spokesman for Infrastructure Minister Anthony Albanese said the plan to announce a 
timetable of fast-tracked projects for 2009 by Christmas was still on track. 
Infrastructure Australia is due to complete its audit of proposed projects soon and future 
spending on infrastructure is more than likely to be discussed at the rescheduled COAG 
meeting to be held late this month or early December. 
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BIITE Offers New Business Degree for Indigenous 
People 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
STATEHOOD’S SHOUT- MORE TERRITORIANS NEED TO HAVE THEIR SAY 
 
The Northern Territory Statehood Steering Committee wants as many Territorians as possible to have their say 
about the future of the Northern Territory. A final call for submissions on the Constitutional Paths to Statehood 
Discussion Paper closes on November 15, 2008- almost a year long extension to the original closing date. 
 
“We’ve received a total of 25 submissions but we want to make sure that we have not missed anyone and that 
more people have the chance to have their say on the proposed options for a new constitution.” 
 
Submissions may be as brief or as detailed as people like. The Committee welcomes a range of formats including 
written, video and audio. If an interpreter is required please contact the Statehood Secretariat. For more 
information, including a copy of the Paper, visit www.statehood.nt.gov.au . 
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EXCELLENCE IN LOCAL GOVERNMENT CUSTOMER SERVICE CONFERENCE  
 

13-14 November 

 
Dockside Convention Centre, Sydney 
Insights into best practice customer service practices within leading councils including latest 
technologies, analysis of customer feedback, complaints handling and a range of 
benchmarking tools presented by top council experts in this challenging area of local 
government delivery. 
 
Conference agenda and registration: www.halledit.com.au/esc08 

 
 
Online Service Delivery Forums 
 
"e-Gateways to Government" is a nationwide series of 7 one-day forums in each capital city 
throughout November 2008 bringing Federal, State and Local Government together with 
business representative organisations to explore how online service delivery creates needed 
savings and efficiencies for government as well as business and citizens. 
The forums series is supported by National Presenting Partner, the Federal Department of 
Innovation Industry, Science and Resources (DIISR) through its e-security and authentication 
service, VANguard. 
 
This is a timely opportunity for Councils and Local Government organisations to hear about 
emerging multi-jurisdiction programs as well as showcasing existing or emerging Local 
Government initiatives in such areas as online regulation reduction and e-planning. The State 
forums will also feed in to "B2G Towards 2009" - a Canberra national forum summit in 
December. Download the forum brochure from www.egateways.net 
 ___________________________________________ 
 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH & SAFETY CONFERENCE 2008 
 
19-20 November 
 
Dockside Convention Centre, Sydney 
 
This important conference will draw on a number of inspirational and award-winning case studies from councils 
that have implemented OH&S programs resulting in safe and productive workplaces. Issues to be addressed 
include:  

• legal updates 

• promoting the culture of safety 

• mitigating specific risks 

• managing OH&S for an ageing workforce 

• self-insurance issues 

• stress reduction initiatives and  

• organisational health and well-being programs 

Conference agenda and registration: www.halledit.com.au/lgohs08 
Conferences presented by the events division of Hallmark Editions, the local government information specialist. 
Publishers of Council Manager, Councillor, LG News, Public Works Engineering (on behalf of the IPWEA) 

www.lgcentre.com.au 
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EVENTS CALENDAR 

 
For a full listing of forthcoming events, see ALGA's Events calendar. 

• 09 - 12 November 2008 The 2008 Australasian Road Safety Research, Policing 

and Education Conference  
• 10 - 13 November 2008 Low Carbon Transport For Our Cities  
• 10 - 12 November 2008 Personal Injury Law Conference - NSW  
• 12 - 13 November 2008 Facilitating Difficult Discussions Training  
• 13 - 14 November 2008 Excellence in Local Government Customer Service 

Conference  
• 13 - 14 November 2008 QLD Personal Injury Law Conference  
• 13 November 2008 The Successful Implementation of an Electronic Document 

Management System  
• 14 - 15 November 2008 National Acess to Justice and Pro Bono Conference  
• 17 - 18 November 2008 Planning & Environment Law Conference NSW  
• 17 - 18 November 2000 Carbon Trading Forum  

 
COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD 

 
Event:       Nhulunbuy Corporation Limited – Art & Craft 
Held:         Last Saturday morning of every month 
Time:        9am – Midday 
Where:     Nhulunbuy Town Hall 
 
NCL Art & Craft is a collaboration of indigenous artwork, local photography, handmade jewellery, precious gems, 
plants and many unique pieces of art.   All of the work is put together by the local community both in Nhulunbuy 
and from surrounding communities.  You will be amazed at all the talented people we have among us!  Sit 
outside under a pandanus, sip a hot cappuccino and nibble on some fresh home made goodies, while getting a 
back massage!!!  Sounds great doesn't it? Come along and experience it for yourself! For more details: Kendell 
Kenway 08 89871933 
 
 
 

 

FOR BACK ISSUES AND OTHER LOCAL GOVERNMENT INFORMATION VISIT THE LGANT WEBSITE 
www.lgant.nt.gov.au  

 
LGANT recognises its major sponsors:  

• Telstra Country Wide  
• TIO  
• Jardines  
• CommonwealthBank  

 
This newsletter is emailed direct to elected members and councils in the NT. For further information on any 
of the items in this newsletter, please contact the Officer concerned or LGANT on (08) 8936 2888. 


