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A note from our
President

With the MacDonnell Regional Council bi-

election results announced I

congratulate Dalton McDonald from

Papunya as the newly elected member

for the Luritja Pintubi ward. This election

was a trial designed to achieve a higher

voter turnout than what was seen in the

local government elections earlier this

year. An early voting week was hosted,

similar to the municipal elections, in order

to see if the trend could be duplicated for

the regional elections. Instead of mobile

voting officials visiting a community for a

short few hours, the electoral service

from the council office for the whole
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working week leading to the election day

on Friday 1 December, meant that more

people could cast their votes

earlier. Higher numbers were

achieved, as predicted, proving a new

way of carrying out the election process

is possible within Northern Territory

regional areas. It is hoped that this will be

duplicated by other councils during

elections in order to achieve future

improved voter turnout.

With the 2017 year coming to a close I

would like to wish member councils all

the best for Christmas and the 2018 year.

I urge all to stay safe over the holiday

break wherever you are. On behalf of the

LGANT Executive and staff, we look

forward to working with all involved in

the Local Government sector again to

deliver positive initiatives for communities

right across the Territory in the new year

and beyond

Best wishes and Merry Xmas

Damien Ryan, President

Local Government Association of the

Northern Territory
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Merry Chrismas and
have a prosperous New

Year
From the CEO and Staff at LGANT

Garry Lambert was awarded the Local

Government Service Awards by Tony

Tapsell, CEO LGANT, for his 25 years of

commitment to local government. Garry

was an alderman for the City of Darwin

since 2002. Prior to that he was a

councillor on the Coomalie Community

Government Council for 10 years. He

recently retired in August 2017 during the

Local Government Elections. This year

the awards were presented by the Hon

Gerry McCarthy MLA, in the form of a pin

at the 2017 LGANT General Meeting in

November. Garry was awarded the pin at

a later date as he was unable to attend.

2018 Local Government
Procurement Program

In partnership with the Local Government NSW Procurement and Arc Blue, LGANT will

be holding a Local Government Procurement Program in Darwin from the 20- 22 March

2018.

The three day (3) event which will consist of an initial one day forum followed by two days

of Advanced Contract Management training delivered by one of Australia’s leading

procurement and contract management training organisations, Arc Blue.

The one day forum includes presentations from relevant procurement representatives

from the Independent Commission Against Corruption (ICAC), National Procurement

Network -Local Buy and WALGA, Contractor Accreditation Ltd (CAT) and Jardine Lloyd

Thompson (JLT).

The 2 days training, compliant with NT Legislation, will be targeted at those who wish to

advance their skills in high risk, complex contract management, such as finance and

government officers or those simply wishing to learn more in this area- an important factor

in continuous improvement for any business.

Registration forms will be forwarded to councils early in the new year.

For further information contact LGANT on 8944 9688 or info@lgant.asn.au



Roper Gulf Regional Council kicking cans

Roper Gulf Regional Council has entered into a partners

hip with Bevcon to collect cans within their municipal area. During the first 6 weeks of

operation the Mataranka Recycling Depot collected 132,842 units and delivered 115,477

units to Bevcon.

These quantities have centered around the Mataranka township and surrounding cattle

stations although Roper Gulf Regional Council is working on the adage 'From little things

big things grow'. The council aims to expand the initiative with other communities

within municipal areas and piggy back the initial success of the partnership with Bevcon.

Major Research Project Survey
The Local Government and Housing ARC Linkage Project, being led by Professor Andrew

Beer at UniSA, is currently running a survey which has had an excellent response to date.

If your council CEO (or delegate) has not filled out the questionnaire, you have until COB

Monday December 18 to do so.

The survey can be found here: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LGandHousing

Any queries about the project or the survey can be directed to Project Officer Sandy
Horne at Sandy.Horne@unisa.edu.au or (08) 8302 0880. The project website is

https://localgovernmentandhousing.com/

Road Report
Rush to Beat the Wet!

LGANT has a number of projects on the go to improve access to remote communities on



local roads they manage on behalf of local government in the regional and remote areas

of the Northern Territory.

One of the projects is Buymarr Road in East Arnhem region which is approximately 80 km

from Gove and services the community of Buymarr. It also accesses a regional

communication Telstra tower.

There were a number of creek crossings that were preventing access after heavy rains.

A new floodway and causeway are being constructed by local contractors from Gove,

Remote Housing and Construction with works nearing completion.

Opening day West Daly Regional Council
The new Darwin office of the West Daly Regional Council was opened by the Hon Gerry



McCarthy, Minister of Department Housing and Community Development on the 28

November 2017.

The day also involved the newly elected member Mark Martin taking the Oath at Council

meeting .



National Local Government Human
Resources Conference 2017

Tony Tapsell, CEO LGANT, attended the National Local Government Human Resource

Conference in Canberra on 15-16 November, which was hosted by the Local Government

NSW (LGNSW). The ‘Brave new World’ conference presented a range of local

government, academic and corporate speakers including interactive workshops on best

practice across councils, case studies and forums to encourage stronger networking

opportunities.

Most notably, the event showcased the Local Government Capability Framework

developed by LGNSW to assist council staff and elected members assess their

knowledge, skills and abilities, which are required to do their jobs in local government well.

The framework can be used as a foundation for workforce management and development

activities, and provides a clear basis for councillor’s professional development. The criteria

can be used for new member induction and overall professional development planning.

Key features of the Local Government Capability
framework include:

 A single set of expectations about performance and behaviour for elected

members and staff employed in local government

 16 core capabilities around local government across four areas

 Capabilities defined across five levels, reflecting different skill levels and

complexities

 For elected members, each capability is described at both the councillor and the



mayor levels.

The Local Government Capability Framework toolkit of resources to support both staff and

elected members can be found on the Local Government NSW

website http://www.lgnsw.org.au/capability

Meetings and Minute Training
Senior Administration Support Officers (SASOs) from Roper Gulf Regional Council took

part in meeting procedures and minute taking training on 29 November at their

headquarters in Katherine.

11 keen and studious participants took part in discussions around Roper Gulf Regional

Council's meeting procedures and completed some practice activities on minute-taking

to develop their knowledge and skills for their local authority meeting procedures.

The job of minute taking can be challenging so specific strategies are needed to ensure

the right information is captured.

Resources were shared that can assist those that attended continue to develop their

skills in their important jobs after the day finished.

Reminder: LGANT Member Survey

A reminder that the final date for CEOs, Mayors, Presidents or delegated officers to

complete the LGANT Member Survey is



31 December 2017.

The survey provides a chance for councils to let LGANT know how it is fairing and of

course ....what we can do better! Surveys can remain anonymous and the information will

be used to inform the LGANT Executive of future planning considerations during the

LGANT Strategic Meeting in February 2018. If you haven't yet visited the survey please

get in before the 31 December. Many thanks for those who have already completed it!

NT ALGWA and Local Government
Professionals Australia

NT Representatives

The Australian Local Government Women’s Association (ALGWA) NT representatives

have now been decided. The new voices for the Territory are Fay Miller as President and

Maree Bredhauer as Vice President following the recent election in November.

The new NT representatives for the LG Professionals Australia are Adam Seiler

(Nhulunbuy) as President and Marc Gardner (Roper Gulf) the Vice President.

Congratulations to all representatives on their successful new posts!

2018 LGANT Directory and Calendar
A big thank you to all NT councils who provided updated information for the 2018 LGANT

Directory. Normally this directory is distributed around the financial year each July, but

due to the elections in August this year, LGANT decided that the timely distribution

should be delayed for obvious reasons. Also thanks for those councils who contributed to

the calendar photos and in particular Andrew Hyde from Exposure productions,

professional photographer whom LGANT engaged to capture attendees and presenters at

the LGANT Leadership Symposium in October.

Both the LGANT Directory and calendar will be distributed within the coming months.

FINAL CALL:



Up to $8,000 available for
WOMEN’S LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT

Women currently working in the local government sector have a final opportunity to

register their interest in a scholarship worth up to $8,000 to support participation in an

accredited leadership development program.

Funding must be apportioned by the end of 2017 and it is unsure when these grants will

be available again. Find out more and register your interest by completing the Expression

of Interest form here prior to December 15, 2017: https://www.wla.edu.au/funding

BUILDING BETTER REGIONS FUND- Round 2

Round two of the Building Better Regions Fund (BBRF) is now open for applications for

both the Infrastructure Projects and Community Investments streams.

Eligibility: NFP, Local Governments

Amount: Infrastructure Stream: $20K - $10M Community Stream: from $5K expected

around $100k

Co–funding: Cash is required.

 50 % for outer regional (generally Darwin, Palmerston & Litchfield councils);

 25% for remote & very remote;

 In communities stream grants up to $20K require no co-funding.

All potential applicants are encouraged to visit the BBRF website and mapping tool

https://www.business.gov.au/assistance/building-better-regions-fund to assist in determining the

eligibility of their project.

The Frequently Ask Questions document is also available at the BBRF website.

Similar to round one, the Department of Industry, Innovation and Science’s Business

Grants Hub will be delivering the program on behalf of the Department of Infrastructure

and Regional Development. The Business Grants Hub can be contacted on 13 28 46.

Announcement of successful projects is expected in 2018.



For Both Streams -Applications close at 5pm Australian Eastern Daylight Savings
Time on 19 December 2017

There are some differences between the two rounds of BBRF therefore, so it is strongly

suggested applicants read the Program Guidelines for Round Two which can be found at
https://www.business.gov.au/assistance/building-better-regions-fund

The major differences between the two rounds of BBRF are:

 changes have been made to the boundaries. Project locations in an excluded area

under Round 1 may be eligible under Round 2. Applicants may still apply if their

project is located in an excluded area, however must clearly demonstrate the

significant and demonstrable benefits and employment outcomes which flow

directly into an eligible area. Applicants should check the BBRF mapping tool

 there are no joint applications. Project partnerships are demonstrated through

contributions to the project and responses to Merit Criterion 3 – Value for money.

 not-for-profit organisations do not need to have existed for two years or more and

audited financial statements are not required. These applicants must provide an

Accountant’s Declaration using the template at

https://www.business.gov.au/assistance/building-better-regions-fund .

 some documentation previously required to support applicant claims has been

incorporated into questions in the application form.

 for Infrastructure Projects applications, supporting documents are attached to the

form. There is no separate process for attaching documents. The total file size of

all attachments to each application cannot exceed 20MB.

There are also a number of minor differences between the two Rounds so it is suggested

applicants carefully read the new Program Guidelines.

Justine Elder, Top End Project Officer from Regional development Australian can be

contacted on 08 8941 7550 should applicants wish to discuss their application.
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