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Local government is the third sphere of government in Australia. It is a form of government that 

it is elected by constituents in every state and territory. As councils make decisions about so 

many things that affect our everyday lives, it is often described as the sphere of government that 

is closest to the people - the 'grass roots' form of government. 

In the Northern Territory, local government was established by an Act of the Northern Territory 

Parliament, which specifies local government powers, duties and functions – Local Government 

Act 2008. Local government provides services and maintains infrastructure and facilities for 

residents and visitors within their area where they exercise responsibility as government under 

this legislation. Unlike local government in all other states, councils in the Northern Territory do 

not have the functions of planning or building regulation – the NT Government is responsible for 

these functions. 

There are 17 councils tending to 98% of the Territory’s population and local government 

boundaries cover approximately 90% of the land area. Councils are area-based, representative 

governments with a legislative and electoral mandate to manage local issues and plan for the 

community’s needs.  

As of June 2016, there are five municipal, three shire and nine regional councils. The basis for 

the three types of council is their ‘geographical size, degree of urbanisation and density of 

population’. 

The municipal councils are: 

 Alice Springs Town Council 

 City of Darwin 

 City of Palmerston 

 Katherine Town Council 

 Litchfield Council 

 

The regional councils are: 

 Barkly Regional Council 

 Central Desert Regional Council 

 East Arnhem Regional Council 

 MacDonnell Regional Council 

 Roper Gulf Regional Council 

 Tiwi Islands Regional Council 
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 Victoria Daly Regional Council 

 West Arnhem Regional Council 

 West Daly Regional Council 

 

The shire councils are: 

 Wagait Shire Council 

 Belyuen Community Government Council* 

 Coomalie Community Government Council 

 

The towns of Alyangula, Nhulunbuy and Yulara are not in local government areas as are parts 

of the Top End, which are ‘unincorporated’. Unincorporated land does not sit within local 

government boundaries. This means it is not subject to local government laws and land tax 

rates, although similar laws and taxes may apply. 

 

Council staff and democratically elected members make up local government and, in 

partnership with communities, manage infrastructure, assets and services. 

 

Local government makes a significant contribution to the NT economy. Collectively, councils 

employ over 3,000 people, manage and control assets valued over $900 million, and receive 

and invest more than $400 million in the Territory each year. 

 

*Belyuen Community Government Council has been in administration since 2007 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


